
 
 

ECDWF Meeting Minutes / February 27, 2023 

Attendees: All members were in attendance 

6:30 – 7:00 

The members spent time in prayer in the sanctuary with a focus on thankfulness, repentance, wisdom 

and seeking the will of God. 

7:00 

Meeting opened in prayer by Don. 

Discussion about comments we heard during the listening sessions. 

Discussed all the gaps in knowledge and discussed how to address these: 

• Dennis is drafting a grid that lays out a variety of topics and compares UMC, GMC, Independent, 

Free Methodist, Wesleyan – this will be complicated to research – still a working document. Try to 

keep this as minimal as possible with the most important facts for our congregation. 

• We discussed the frequently asked question about “what is our pastors’ position on the issues”. The 

committee believes the pastors should not make a public statement about their views, but we 

encourage individual members to meet directly with the pastors for one-on-one discussions on the 

topic if they desire, to aid in their personal discernment process. Early on in this process we all 

discussed that we didn’t want to focus on this topic during the worship service and allow the 

“politics” of the topic to invade our worship space. Also, it is important for our congregation to 

remember that our pastors are appointed annually, while the decision the church is making is a long 

-term decision.  

Discussed additional sessions: 

• Small Group session – we need to schedule these – Dennis is waiting on two classes to respond – 

approximately 5 sessions that need to be scheduled. 

• Youth session – 4/2 

• Churchwide session – 4/23 

Discussed format of the Final Report 

• Questionnaire narrative or charts? We concluded that providing graphs of the results to better 

illustrate our observations / findings. 

• Compilation of our process. 

• Summary of the listening sessions 

Should we put out a short survey to see if the church body wants to take a vote? We spent a lot of time 

discussing this. The committee will continue this discussion at the next ECDWF meeting. 



 
We spent a lot of time discussing how important it is for the church body to trust this process. We are 

extremely concerned and focused about reducing divisiveness among the church body. 

We do feel that people are becoming more aware of the role of the Council of Stewards and maybe this 

is a good thing. Don is going to confirm that our current roster of Council of Stewards members, as 

presented at the February Council of Stewards meeting is correct. 

We are moving our next meeting on Sunday, the 19th at 6:00 due to spring break the week before. 

Joshua closed us in prayer. 


